
 Tabamantia, sovereign supervisor of the series of decimal

or experimental worlds, came to inspect the planet and,

after his survey of racial progress, recommended that

Urantia be granted Material Sons.

 In a little less than 100 years from the time of this

inspection, Adam and Eve, a Material Son and Daughter of

the local system, arrived and began the difficult task

of attempting to untangle the confused affairs of a

planet retarded by rebellion and resting under

the ban of spiritual isolation.
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Prior to the arrival of 

Adam and Eve the 

groups, Nodites and 

Amadonites—were the 

most advanced and 

cultured races on earth.

 From their highland headquarters and from 61 far-scattered

settlements, Van and Amadon recruited a corps of over 3,000

willing workers.

 Van divided his volunteers into 100 companies with a captain

over each and an associate who served on his personal staff as a

liaison officer.
LAKE VAN

 The committee almost unanimously favored the third selection.

 2 years were occupied in transferring the world's cultural headquarters,

including the tree of life, to this Mediterranean peninsula.

 All but a single group of the peninsula dwellers peaceably vacated

when Van and his company arrived.

The committee was absent 

for almost 3 years 

SITE 1: 

Island in the 

Persian Gulf

SITE 2: River 

location subsequently 

occupied as the 2nd

garden.
SITE 3: A long narrow peninsula—

almost an island—projecting 

westward from the eastern shores of 

the Mediterranean Sea.

 This Mediterranean peninsula had a 

salubrious climate and an equable 

temperature; due to the encircling 

mountains and to the fact that this area was 

virtually an island in an inland sea. 

 While it rained copiously on the surrounding 

highlands, it seldom rained in Eden. But each 

night, from the extensive network of irrigation 

channels, a “mist would go up” to refresh the 

vegetation of the Garden.

 The coast line of this land mass was considerably 

elevated, and the neck connecting with the 

mainland was only 27 miles wide at the narrowest 

point.

 The great river that watered the Garden came down from 

the higher lands of the peninsula and flowed east through 

the peninsular neck to the mainland and thence across the

lowlands of Mesopotamia to the sea beyond. It was fed by 

four tributaries which took origin in the coastal hills of the 

Edenic peninsula, and these are the “four heads” of the 

river which “went out of Eden,” and which later became 

confused with the branches of the rivers surrounding the 

second garden.

 The site chosen for the Garden was probably the most beautiful 

spot of its kind in all the world, and the climate was then ideal.

 Nowhere else was there a location which could have lent itself so 

perfectly to becoming such a paradise of botanic expression.

 In this rendezvous the cream of the civilization of Urantia was 

forgathering.

 Without and beyond, the world lay in darkness, ignorance, and 

savagery. 

 Eden was the one bright spot on Urantia; it was naturally a dream 

of loveliness, and it soon became a poem of exquisite and 

perfected landscape glory.

 When Material Sons, the biologic uplifters, begin their sojourn on an evolutionary world,

their place of abode is often called the Garden of Eden because it is characterized by the

floral beauty and the botanic grandeur of Edentia, the constellation capital.

 Van well knew of these customs and accordingly provided that the entire peninsula be

given over to the Garden.

 Pasturage and animal husbandry were projected for the adjoining mainland.

 Of animal life, only the birds and the various domesticated species were to be found in

the park.

 Van's instructions were that Eden was to be a garden, and only a garden.

 No animals were ever slaughtered within its precincts.

 All flesh eaten by the Garden workers throughout all the years of construction was

brought in from the herds maintained under guard on the mainland.

 A zoological garden was created by building a smaller wall just outside the main wall; the intervening

space, occupied by all manner of wild beasts, served as an additional defense against hostile attacks.

 This menagerie was organized in 12 grand divisions, and walled paths led between these groups to the 12

gates of the Garden, the river and its adjacent pastures occupying the central area.

 In the preparation of the Garden only volunteer laborers were employed; no hirelings were ever used.

 They cultivated the Garden and tended their herds for support; contributions of food were also received

from near-by believers.

 At the center of the Edenic peninsula was the exquisite stone temple of the Universal Father, the sacred

shrine of the Garden.

 To the north the administrative headquarters was established.

 To the south were built the homes for the workers and their families.

 To the west was provided the allotment of ground for the proposed schools of the educational

system.

The first task was 

the building of 

the brick wall 

across the 

neck of the 

peninsula

 In the “east of Eden” were built the domiciles intended for the promised Son and his 

immediate offspring.

 The architectural plans for Eden provided homes and abundant land for 1,000,000 human 

beings.

At the time of Adam' s arrival:

 the Garden was only one-fourth finished.

 it had thousands of miles of irrigation ditches.

 more than 12,00 miles of paved paths and roads.

 just over 5,000 brick buildings in the various sectors.

 the trees and plants were almost beyond number.

 7 was the largest number of houses composing any one cluster in the park.

 the structures of the Garden were simple, they were most artistic.

 the roads and paths were well built.

 the landscaping was exquisite.

 The instructions given Adam by the Melchizedeks implied that he was to establish racial,

continental, and divisional headquarters to be in the charge of his immediate sons and

daughters.

 He and Eve were to divide their time between these various world capitals as advisers and

coordinators of the world-wide ministry of biologic uplift, intellectual advancement, and

moral rehabilitation.

The eastern floor of the 

Mediterranean Sea sank, 

carrying down beneath the 

waters the whole of the 

Edenic peninsula.
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 After the first garden was vacated by Adam, it was occupied variously by the

Nodites, Cutites, and the Suntites.

 It later became the dwelling place of the northern Nodites who opposed co-

operation with the Adamites.

 The peninsula had been overrun by these lower-grade Nodites for almost 4,000

years after Adam left the Garden when, in connection with the violent activity

of the surrounding volcanoes and the submergence of the Sicilian land bridge to

Africa, the eastern floor of the Mediterranean Sea sank, carrying down beneath

the waters the whole of the Edenic peninsula.

 This vast submergence the coast line of the eastern Mediterranean was

greatly elevated.

 And this was the end of the most beautiful natural creation that Urantia

has ever harbored.

 The sinking was not sudden, several hundred years being required

completely to submerge the entire peninsula.

In the center of the Garden temple Van 

planted the long-guarded tree of life, 

whose leaves were for the “healing of 

the nations,” and whose fruit had so 

long sustained him on earth.

 This menagerie was organized in

12 grand divisions, and walled

paths led between these groups to

the 12 gates of the Garden, the

river and its adjacent pastures

occupying the central area.
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Stone temple of the 

Universal Father, the sacred 

shrine of the Garden

Homes for the 

workers and 

their families

Allotment of ground for

the proposed schools of

the educational system of

the Material Son and

Daughter.

ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS

The architectural plans for Eden 

provided homes and abundant land 

for one million human beings.

At the time of Adam' s arrival:

 the Garden was only one-fourth finished.

 it had thousands of miles of irrigation 

ditches.

 more than 12,000 miles of paved paths 

and roads.

 there were a trifle over 5,000 brick 

buildings in the various sectors.

 the trees and plants were almost beyond 

number.

 7 was the largest number of houses composing any one cluster in the park.

 the structures of the Garden were simple, they were most artistic. 

 the roads and paths were well built and the landscaping was exquisite.

 The sanitary arrangements of the

Garden were far in advance of 

anything that had been attempted

theretofore on Urantia.

 The drinking water of Eden was 

kept wholesome by the strict observance of the 

sanitary regulations designed to conserve its purity.

 About 5 per cent of the Garden was

under high artificial cultivation.

 15 per cent partially cultivated.

 the remainder being left in a more or

less natural state pending the arrival

of Adam.

 During the days of the Prince's rule the tree was

growing from the earth in the central and circular

courtyard of the Father's temple.

 Upon the outbreak of the rebellion it was regrown

from the central core by Van and his associates in

their temporary camp.

 This Edentia shrub was subsequently taken to

their highland retreat, where it served both Van

and Amadon for more than 150,000 years.
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